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EDUCATION — FUNDING CUTS — PREMIER’S COMMENTS 

72. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the Premier’s astounding comment on PerthNow this morning, when he told parents who are worried 
about education cuts and his wrong priorities to “get a life”. Does the Premier think it is befitting of a Premier of 
Western Australia to tell concerned parents to get a life, and will the Premier now apologise for these disgraceful 
remarks? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
What a lot of nonsense! I did not tell parents of schoolchildren to get a life. 

Mr M. McGowan: Yes, you did. Here it is, my friend. Are you denying it? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Was there a parent who called in? No, there was not. There was a paraphrased question, 
which I do not have in front of me, from a journalist about what she described as cuts to education—I would 
dispute that; nevertheless, let us accept that for a moment, because that was the term used in the question—and 
therefore should we not proceed with things like the stadium or Elizabeth Quay. My response was along the lines 
that I think people need to get a life. 

Mr M. McGowan: You need to apologise now! Get it over with! 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Who was the parent who asked me the question? No-one. It was a paraphrased question 
from a journalist. Look at the political correctness of this mob opposite! I do say generally that people need to 
get a life. The Leader of the Opposition needs to get a life. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: There is no point, Mr Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: Members, no more shouting out. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I was not responding to an individual or group of parents. I made the general comment, 
which I am happy to repeat in Parliament, to the wider community that, yes, we all need to get a life, and we all 
need to be conscious that government has a broad responsibility — 

Mr M. McGowan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I, and all members on this side, recognise that government has a broad responsibility. The 
two highest priorities of state governments will always be health and education, and this government has an 
outstanding record in both. But we cannot simply say that we will do nothing else because of the importance of 
those areas. One of the great critical things for Western Australia and for the city of Perth is to develop and 
become a truly international city. Part of that is the waterfront development. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: There is a little giggle from members opposite. Part of that is having a world-class 
stadium, which will be not the biggest or second biggest but by far the best stadium in Australia. 

I am sure we all remember on this side how during the election campaign—which members opposite continually 
want to go back to, so I will—members opposite announced that they would abandon the waterfront 
development and they would abandon the stadium at Belmont and go back to Subiaco. I would say to the Leader 
of the Opposition: get a life, be a bigger thinker, and think about the broad picture for the development of this 
state. 
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